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meta description:  

Explore London, Ontario's top spots like the Thames River, Victoria Park, and the Farmers' 
Market, while also navigating the challenges of winter and traffic. Whether you're visiting or 
living here, find out why this city will leave a lasting impression. 

 

 

Image : View of the Thames River in London, Ont. 

Blog :  

Ready to dive into London, Ontario? Known as the "Forest City," it's a place full of surprises! 
Both good and not-so-good. From stunning parks to frustrating traffic, this city has a bit of 
everything. If you’ve lived or visited London, you’ll know the love-hate relationship that comes 
with it. But trust me, it’s a place you’ll call home. 



London, Ontario, often gets overlooked in the Canadian landscape of major cities. But ask any 
local, and you’ll quickly realize that this city has its own unique vibe, one that’s both captivating 
and frustrating. Whether you’re a visitor or a lifelong resident, understanding what London has 
to offer will make your time here more enjoyable and your complaints a little more relatable. 

The Best of London, Ont. : 

The Thames River  

Let’s start with the obvious, Thames River. Seriously, it’s like the city’s crown jewel. Whether 
you’re walking along the riverbanks or kayaking on a sunny afternoon, the scenery is chef’s 
kiss. It’s peaceful, beautiful, and makes you feel like you’re in some picture-perfect postcard. It 
provides the perfect background for all your Instagram worthy pictures and the river really brings 
London to life, especially during the spring and summer months. Have you ever felt so relaxed 
while walking by a river? It's absolutely therapy for free! 

The London Farmers' Market  

For anyone who appreciates fresh, locally grown produce and hand-crafted goods, the London 
Farmers’ Market is a must-see. Located at 900 King Street, this market is one of the oldest in 
Ontario. It’s where you’ll find the best of the city’s organic offerings, from fresh veggies to locally 
made bread. There are so many things to do in London, not only can you get your hands on 
the best organic produce, but the vibe of the market itself is inviting and community-oriented that 
makes you feel like you’re supporting your neighbourhood more than just buying a loaf of bread. 

London’s Art Scene 

London’s art scene is booming with murals, galleries, and installations popping up across the 
city and you’d be surprised by how much creativity flows here. I remember stumbling upon an 
incredible mural on Dundas Street one day and it was one of those moments that made me stop 
and appreciate the city even more. Make sure to check out Michael Gibson Gallery at 57 
Carling St, London, to experience this side of London for yourself!  

Victoria Park  

Victoria Park is the heart of downtown London. Whether you're attending a summer festival or 
just enjoying a sunny afternoon, this park is where the city’s energy is at its peak. It’s located at 
580 Clarence St, and it’s also home to some of the city's more interesting residents. You’ll likely 
come across a cheeky squirrel trying to swipe your lunch. Trust me, you’ve been warned! As for 
winters, the park transforms into a winter wonderland, with an outdoor ice rink perfect for 
skating under the open sky. It’s a must-visit spot during winters!  

 

 

https://www.tripadvisor.ca/Attraction_Review-g154995-d2190135-Reviews-London_s_Farmers_Market-London_Ontario.html
https://www.tripadvisor.ca/Attraction_Review-g154995-d2190135-Reviews-London_s_Farmers_Market-London_Ontario.html
https://www.londontourism.ca/things-to-do/directory
https://www.gibsongallery.com
https://www.tripadvisor.ca/Attraction_Review-g154995-d4108173-Reviews-Victoria_Park-London_Ontario.html


The Worst of London, Ontario : 

The Traffic  

Alright, let’s address the elephant in the room, the traffic. There’s always that one intersection 
that makes you question your life choices. You can be five minutes from your destination and 
still somehow end up in a 20-minute congestion. If you haven’t experienced the traffic at Oxford 
and Dundas streets, have you truly lived here? It’s like a rite of passage for Londoners. 

Endless Construction Projects  

London always seems to have some new construction projects underway. If you’re like me, 
you’ve probably been stuck in the endless traffic caused by the construction on Oxford street 
that extended your trip by 15-20 minutes. It’s like the city is always evolving, but not always in 
the most convenient way. I’ve had more than one meltdowns on my way -  anyone else too? 

Winter : A True Test of Survival  

Let’s be real. Winter weather in London is a test of patience and survival skills. The average 
temperature in January is around -7°C, but it can feel much colder with the wind chill. For 
comparison, Vancouver’s winter temperatures fall around 5°C on an average, so yes, London 
winters are brutal. Black ice and snow makes getting around a struggle, but we endure 
because well, it’s winter. If you’re new to London, make sure you’re prepared for snowstorms 
and icy sidewalks.  

The Parking Struggle  

Parking in London can feel like an endless game of roulette. From confusing street signs and 
limited spots, it’s often a miracle when you actually find a spot without frustration. There are 
days I feel like the universe is against me, especially downtown. Are you even a Londoner if you 
haven't made multiple trips around the block in hopes of finding a spot?  

London is a city of contrasts. Beautiful one moment and frustrating the next, but that’s what 
makes it  unique. Whether you're enjoying a peaceful moment by the Thames, fighting traffic, or 
experiencing the brutal winter, it’s all part of the experience. If you're planning a visit or if you are 
already living in London, it's the contrasts that make this city unforgettable. 
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